








It is my conviction that it is within this framework that Washington welcomed 
Israel's scheme to raid the Iraqi nuclear reactor. This is because the warn- 
ing in this case is indirect, issued by a side that is tied to Mitterrand and 
the French socialists by a firm historical friendship, taking place in an area 
into which U.S. influence has returned and aimed against a rebellious Arab 
country that possesses great capabilities and that deserves to be disciplined 
so that it will be an example to the other Arab countries that are rebellious 
in varying degrees against the domination of the Camp David policy in the area. 


Moreover, the raid squeezes Mitterrand, still in the first days of his rule, 
between the grinding jaws of a sharp crisis, considering his traditional 
friendship--a friendship fraught with promises--with Israel on the one hand and 
the vital economic interests, especially oil interests, that France has with the 
Arabs on the other hand. 


In this light, the features of a joint Israeli-U.S. interest behind the raid on 
the Iraqi reactor become obvious. But a careful reading of the details of the 
events reveals the presence of independent U.S. interests that are no less im- 
portant than the joint interest with Israel. There is no doubt that these in- 
dependent interests were part of the list of inducements that Israel offered 
Washington to get the latter's approval, or at least its nonobjection. 


There is a direct U.S. interest behind the Israeli raid--an interest embodied 

in the ceaseless U.S. attempts to gain the friendship of Iran or, to be more 
exact, of the so-called moderate elements in the Islamic revolution, consider- 
ing that the raid afflicts enormous los+<s on the "Iraqi enemy" with which Iran 
is engaged in a difficult war. This is something that creates an opportune 
atmosphere for the possibilities of rebuilding bridges with Iran, which has a 
strategic position in the confrontation with the Soviets--a confrontation that 
tops the list of current international strategic priorities of the United States. 


There is another U.S. interest of extreme importance, considering that it [the 
raid} is connected with the series of successive and uninterrupted acts of ag- 
gression against the so-called moderate Arab States, especially the Arab Gui 
oil-producing countries. Despite the firm ties of friendship linking them with 
the United States, these states-—-proceeding on the basis of the interest of 
their regimes in perpetuation and stability and on the basis of their own cal- 
culations regarding local and Arab conditions--oppose the Camp David policy, 
agree inthis regard with the so-called radical national regimes and refuse to 
respond favorably to Washington's request for military bases in their terri- 
tories and waters in which to station its rapid-deployment forces. Moreover, 
despite their traditional hostility toward the Soviet Union, these states do 
not, in the wake of Camp David, elevate the Soviet danger, at least in the 
present phase, to the level of the Israeli danger. Some members of this group 
(Kuwait and Jordan) have even opened a dialog with and begun extending bridges 
to Moscow in the wake of its latest initiative for an international guarantee 
as Gulf security and for an international conference to reach a comprehensive 
peaceful solution to the Middle East conflict replacing the Camp David solution. 
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Within this framework, the Israeli raid is carried out against the Iraqi reac- 
tor with the most modern and sophisticated weapons in the U.S. arsenal. The 
raid crosses the skies of Jordan and Saudi Arabia with technological skill 
and with the aim of performing an indirect terrorist role against the moderate 
Arab states, especially the oil-producing states, which puts these states face 
to face with a definite option: Either stay outside Camp David and, conse- 
quently, be exposed to the strikes of the long Israeli arm from which the oil 
sources will not be safe, as has been the case with the Iraqi reactor, 

or join Camp David in one way or another and accept U.S. military bases to 
protect them from the "ambitions" of the "hostile" Soviet Union and the "rash 
acts" of "friendly" Israel. 


This bunch of specific U.S. interests is what confirms Washington's responsibil- 
ity in che Israeli raid against the Iraqi reactor. Without the blessing of the 
United States, Begin could not have intrinsically and objectively embarked on 
the raid, which is an adventure immersed in dangers embodied in the immediate 
and future reactions it creates. 





It is my conviction that the attempt to prove Washington's responsibility for 
the raid by unveiling evidence and proofs of its advance knowledge of the raid, 
and not by considering its latent interests in the operation, is no more than 
nonsense or no more than tackling a political-military event with Agatha 
Christie's detective approach. 


Moreover, a reading with the naked eye of the movement of events reveals that 
the United States itself resorted to more than one method to draw the attention 
of whomever is concerned to its "fingerprints" on the Israeli raid. 


In this regard, we will note, just for the sake of example, three specific inci- 
dents: 


The U.S. media spoke of an Israeli military mission that, weeks before the raid, 
had visited the Pentagon and the U.S. military research centers and that had 
studied with U.S. experts means of hitting a nuclear reactor that was a replica 
of the Iraqi reactor with certain bombs. 


Washington expressed, in its cynical Yankee way, its astonishment over the fact 
that radar stations set up in the Sinai and operating under its supervision had 
failed to record the movement of the Israeli aircraft that took part in the raid. 
Justifying the failure of the AWACs operating in Saudi Arabia, whose range was 
penetrated by the squadrons of the Israeli raid, to pick up these aircraft on 
their radar, Washington said that the tail of the AWACs and not their nose was 
facing the route the raiding aircraft followed. 


In his press conference in the wake of destruction of the Iraqi reactor, U.S. 
President Reagan stressed his regret over the raid in kind words but emphasized 
that he "understands and appreciates the security reasons and motives that have 
prompted Israel to stage its precautionary raid." He also stressed that the 
raid would have no negative impact on U.S. relations with Israel because Israel 
is a strategic ally. 
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In view of all this, the impact of the raid on the Iraqi reactor in June 1981 

on the Arab conscience has been similar in its dimensions to the impact of the 
June 1967 war of aggression that was launched with U.S. weapons and with prior 
and sbusequent U.S. aid. But this impact has come under more serious condi- 
tions, considering that the Arab sitvation has been suffering from a general 

ebb since the conclusion of the Camp David accords and the Egyptian-Israeli 
peace treaty--which Israel has used against the Arabs--since Egypt's departure 
from the frontline against Israel and its isolation at the Arab level and since 
the rise of an opposing Arab front that has a defensive quality and has not been 
able, despite all the resources at its disposal, to move to any offensive pos- 
ture because it is divided by the subsidiary conflicts among the Arab countries 
with their various regimes and inclinations. These conflicts have dominated 

at the expense of the main conflict with Israel and at the expense of a confron- 
tation of the forces supporting Israel's aggression, led by the United States 

of America. 


But despite this, the raid has had a positive impac*, if we may use the expres- 
Sion. It has acted as an electric shock to the Arab reality and has restored 

to it its minimal balance, which it had almost lost. The shock hes also restored 
to this reality the need for unified action, regardless of inter-Arab differences, 
in the face of the common national danger. This danger has escalated both 
qualitatively and quantitatively since Israel has become able, under the canopy 
of Camp David, to move freely and to strike from Baghdad to Riyadh and from 
Tripoli to Algiers. This ability has ignited in the Arab conscience a true 
awakening in regard to dealing with the raid on the reactor. On the one hand, 
the raid is an alarming aggression similar to the 1967 aggression. But on the 
other hand, it is the kind of aggression that ignites the fundamental defiance 

to overcome it, as happened after the 1967 war in the form of the 1973 war--a 
war that did not realize its objectives because its path was blocked. In the 
wake of the raid on the Iraqi reactor, the 1973 war must be completed with un- 
conventional means and through the wise collective use of all the military, 
economic and political capabilities that the Arab nation possesses. 


Perhaps what reveals the depth of this awakening is the question marks erupting 
from all sides of the Arab reality and raised by Arab citizens at various popu- 
lar and official levels--questions that persistently seek realistic and practi- 
cal answers. 


Examples of these questions are: 


Till when will the Israeli aggression continue to be capable of destructive sur- 
prise action and of continually expanding its sphere while the Arabs confine 
themselves to feeble and weak reaction despite the human and material capabili- 
ties the Arab nation possesses and which exceed manyfold what Israel possesses 
and what aid it receives? 


Which of the Arab regimes, leaders and policies is responsible for the failure 
to use these capabilities in unified action? 


In the wake of the raid on the reactor, is there in the Arab land from the Gulf 
to the Atlantic Ocean a single target that Israel, wearing the armor of Camp 
David, cannot raid with the sophisticated U.S. weapons at its disposai? 
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Hasn't it become evident that the relations of friendship binding the United 
States with the Arab oil-producing countries cannot constitute guaranteed pro- 
tection for these countries with their moderate policies after what has happened 
to the Shah of Iran and after it has been proven that the aircraft used to 
strike the Iraqi reactor were U.S. planes and that they penetrated the Saudi 
and Jordanian air space despite U.S. ground and air radar stations planted in 
these countries? 


Had the Iraqi reactor been built with Soviet aid, would Israel have had the 
secret information on its situation and would Israel have had the daring to 
strike it or is it that the interconnection between the U.S. strategy and the 
Israeli strategy on the one side and the jumbled cards and channels on the other 
side between U.S., European and Israeli intelligence provided Israel with the 
necessary secret information and with the opportunity to strike with relative 
ease and without any big risk a reactor that was built with the assistance of 
the French? 





In the wake of the Israeli raid, is there safety for any strategic project built 
in any Arab country with the knowledge of the United States or any West European 
country for the purposes of economic, technological or military development? 


Doesn't the Israeli raid come within the framework of the acts of terror that 
the United States and the West generally always raise their voices to condemn 
and to punish? Yet, the United States and the West European countries have 
undertaken to prevent the Security Council from punishing Israel, which was 
caught red-handed, in accordance with the UN Charter. Meanwhile, they continue 
to denounce the national liberation movement of the Palestinian people who have 
been expelled from their land as a terrorist movement. Doesn't this expose 
racist practices on the part of the West against the Arabs? 


Doesn't this raid, which has taken place under the Camp David canopy, provide 

the Arabs with an exorbitantly costly experience on the "unity of Arab security" 
in the face of the comprehensive Israeli danger that is escalating in both 
quality and quantity? The issue has gone beyond the rights of the Palestinian 
people to become an issue of "life or death" to the Arab nation and an issue 

that requires a decision in a short time that doesn't extend beyond the "oil 

ere" that will come to end with the end of the 20th century or the end of the 
first decade of the 21st century at the most. This decision requires the 
exploitation of every minute of this time span to build the united intrinsic Arab 
strength economically, militarily and politically. 


It also requires setting a new list of priorities, along with engaging in real- 
istic action to separate the friends from the allies on the basis of the criter- 
ion of the position of each of them vis-a-vis the Arab Israeli conflict. This 
is something whose foundations were actually laid down for the first time in the 
Arab summit on economic-political strategy held in Amman in 1980. 


The large-scale dialog taking place in the Arab world these days on these and 
other questions generated by the ashes of the Iraqi reactor is touching off in 
the Arab nation a state of historic defiance against a sick, condemned and re- 
jected situation. Perhaps this condition, which is pregnant with fundamental 
changes, is the element that slipped from the calculations of those who planned 
the raid on the nuclear reactor in Baghdad. 
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SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY STATEMENT COND ZMNS CONFISCATION OF ITS PAPER 

Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 pp 1, 9 

[Article: "Statement From Socialist Labor Party on Confiscation of AL-SHA'B"] 
[Text] The Socialist Labor Party has issued the following statement: 


The security authorities seized the edition of AL-SHA'B scheduled to appear to- 
day, Tuesday, at the printing presses and banned its distribution. These author- 
ities then acauired a warrant from the state security prosecution for the purpose. 


Counselor Hamid Zaki, chairman of the South Cairo Lower Court, issued the seizure 
order in the presence of ‘Asim 'Abd al-Hamid Nasr, chairman of the state security 
prosecution. 


The Socialist Lebor Party expresses its deep regret at the government authorities’ 
use of this kind of pressure on AL-SHA'B, which has published so far 121 editions 
in more than 2 years, during which it has adhered to the law and to the consti- 
tution and has continued to reflect the people's and the nation's aspirations 
sincerely, using the honest and truthful word. 





If the ruling party has been unable to answer the facts, objective criticism 

and constructive opinions published by AL-SHA'B despite all the information media 
and papers at its disposal, then resorting to confiscation and to banning dis- 
tribution is in conflict with the freedom of expression and of democratic dialog. 


Though his excellency the chairman of the Democratic National Party has repeat- 
edly attacked AL-SHA'B and the Socialist Labor Party in his conferences, meet- 
ings, statements and speeches, including the speech he delivered in his capacity 
as president of the republic to the joint session of the People's Assembly and 
the Consultative Council held on 14 May 1981, AL-SHA'B and the Socialist Labor 
Party leaders have abided in their replies by objectivity, by care for the 
public interest and by objective and serious defense of the provisions of the 
constitution that stress that the state's political system is built on the 
multiplicity of political parties and that free expression and a free press are 
among the mainstays of the constitution. 


The Socialist Labor Party emphasizes that deviation from these constitutional 
provisions exposes democracy to danger and that the authority's circumvention 

of the provisions of the constitution by hiding behind certain procedural legal- 
ities exposes it to enormous dangers. 
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Though the government's campaign against the Socialist Labor Party has assumed 
various forms recently, such as canceling the membership of one of its leaders 
in the People's Assembly, harassing its conferences, tapping its private ses- 
sions and then confiscating AL-SHA'B, the party warns against indulgence in 
this trend, which undermines the entire democratic system and its future, and 
declares that it will continue to protect the march of democracy and defend 
the people's rights and the opposition's role. 


The party will continue to publish AL-SHA'B so that it can reflect its program 
and principles and the people's freedom, adhering to the law and the constitu- 
tion despite any pressures the paper may encounter in the future. The party 
will always remain on the neople's side. 


God is great and long live the people. 


Ibrahim Shukri 
Chairman of the Socialist Labor Partv 
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SHUKRI TRACES REASONS FOR RULING PARTY CAMPAIGN AGAINST LABOR PARTY 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 p 3 
[Article by Ibrahim Shukri: "We Will Not Be Intimidated or Frightened"] 


[Text] Ideas that I want to express are swarming in my mind. I had delayed 
writing about some of these ideas either because of circumstances dictating a 
delay or in an attempt to choose an appropriate time. But I find myself com- 
pelled today to write on all of them even though the chief editor has asked me 
to take into consideration the reduction in the number of the paper's pages as 
a result of confiscation of the previous edition at the request of the govern- 
ment. 





This confiscation provides an additional element that imposes itself on this 
article by virtue of the dictates of the situation. I have no comment on this 
issue other than to say that with its request, the government committed a grave 
error against opposition activity and struck this activity in the heart. Coun- 
teropinion without an organized means to express it turns the situation into 
one of superficial practices. 


But I will not dwell on discussing confiscation of the previous edition of 
AL-SHA'B because this confiscation should not be discussed independently of 
many of the circumstances that characterize political action generally and of 
recent actions toward the Labor Party in particular. 


Insofar as the Labor Party is concerned, the ruling party's actions toward it 

can only be understood by reviewing the events since the last general elections, 

held in mid-1979 and from which the Labor Party emerged with 33 seats, plus a 

seat for an appointed member. ‘ 


The party won this number of seats despite the ferocity of the attacks and 

the pressures against the party candidates, especially in the reelections 
[intikhabat al-i'adah]. That war and those pressures reached the extent of 
open intervention by a governor, as stated in the report of the appellate 
judge in the appeal submitted in connection with the elections in Abu Nij Dis- 
trict in Asyut. 


From the night the results of the elections became know, numerous attempts were 
made by a number of governors to lure away from the Labor Party a number of menm- 
bers who had run in the elections as Labor Party candidates, who had been 
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assisted by the party and with some of whom I had personally visited their 
districts. The governors did actually succeed with three of the elected men- 
bers on the night the election results were announced. Thus, the number of 
the party deputies dropped to 30 deputies. 


We recorded this in our paper and Mahmud Abu-Wafiyah, may God speed his recov- 
ery and return him healthy to his family, wrote an article addressed to Presi- 
dent al-Sadat in which he discussed the flaws of the elections that had just 
taken place. The whole affair, insofar as the statements and the actions speak- 
ing of encouraging former members of the People's Assembly to join the Labor 
Party and so forth, was illogical [as published]. If the matter was insincere, 
then why all this pressure exerted on Labor Party deputies who were elected on 
the strength of the party's principles and why this intentional disregard for 
the position of the Labor Party as the second largest party in the People's 
Assembly and as the party representing the majority of the opposition and 
entitled to lead it? This was tantamount to disregarding an obvious fact that 
in all countries with multi-party systems entails consultation between the 
ruling party and the opposition and the establishment of rules observed by 
both the majority and the minority. 


What sins could the Labor Party have committed to be treated in this manner? 


I raise this question because all that has been cited recently as causes for 
anger at the Labor Party occurred in the past few months only. 


With a little thinking and with a review of the circumstances under which the 
Labor Party rose, it becomes evident that the fact that the Labor Party won more 
than 30 seats with many members who have never supported the ruling party and 

had never before run for election and the fact that the nearly 200 candidates who 
ran under the principles of the party have been the subject of observation [by 
the ruling party]--all this has been taken into consideration and has been 
watched was a sign warning that this party has gone beyond the limits drawn for 
it in the estimate of some people and a sign that it will not be easy to con- 
trol this party. 


Therefore, let more pressures be exerted on the Labor Party, let there be an 
explosion with the resignation of Mahmud Abu-Wafiyah [from the Labor Party], 
let AKHBAR AL-YAWM publishing House pose difficulties for the publication of 
AL-SHA'B, let there be a fabricated demonstration of resignations [from the 
Labor Party] on the occasion of Dr Hilmi Murad's accession to the party and let 
a new crisis confront AL-SHA'B by having AL-AHRAM stop supplying it with the 
necessary newsprint. 


Though all these actions created difficulties and intensified the atmosphere of 
disagreement between the ruling party and the Labor Party, they enabled the 
Labor Party to gain many supporters among the people's masses because these 
actions were accompanied by stands in the People's Assembly by the Labor Party 
and its members reflecting the image of the opposition as an honorable and 

loyal opposition that stands firmly for what is in the interest of the people 
and the Arab nation. Trust in the Labor Party began to grow among all those 
working in the sphere of politics with its various factions and numerous schools. 
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This growth was being watched and taken into account and some people started 
to talk of what they had imagined the Labor Party and its role would be and 

of how matters have developed. The industrious in the ruling party began to 
compete in offering ideas to deal with the matter and articles began to appear 
distorting the image of the Labor Party and depicting it as a party vacillat- 
ing in its views and positions. But it is easy to refute this claim. The 
party's opinion reflects a certain position concerning a certain event at a 
certain time and under certain conditions. All these elements are liable to 
change and there is nothing totally constant. The question will always be: 
Does the opinion that the party expresses to reflect a certain position toward 
a certain event agree with the public interest, the national interest, the 
Egyptian people's interest and the Arab nation's interest or not? 


We have always stressed our sound positions vis-a-vis the issues touching on the 
citizens’ basic liberties during the debates on the bills to codify these 
rights, during the debate on the law of shame, the press law and the Journalists 
Union law and during the debate on the national issues concerning the Arab posi- 
tion. We have always clung to the need to exert efforts for unity of the Arab 
ranks. The climax came when we insisted on not having our relations with Sudan 
undermined. Later developments came to prove the soundness of our viewpoint. 

We stood firmly against supplying Nile water to Israel and then came the con- 
sensus against this idea of supplying the water. We then exposed all the 
Zionist actions carried out by Israel to destroy all the bases on which the 
foundations of full self-rule could be built—-a self-rule that must culminate 
with the establishment of a state acceptable to the Palestinians. 


Those Israeli actions demonstrated clearly that Israel doesn't want matters to 
reach the point where a solution is achieved for the Palestinian issue. Then 
there was our stand whereby we declared our right to reconsider our conditional 
positions vis-a-vis the Camp David accords and our declaration of our abandon- 
ment of our previous approval [of the accords], our disapproval of the persis- 
tent steps for normalization and our insistence that a declaration be made 
announcing that the accords had failed to reach a solution for the Palestinian 
issue in the manner and within the time stipulated by the agreements and announc- 
ing that a year and a half had passed without our realizing anything. 


All these positions and others were in agreement with the view of the majority 
of the opposition factions, despite the difference in the programs of these 
factions. Then came other developments, such as the Israeli air raid on the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor in the wake of the al-Sadat-Begin meeting in Sharm 
al-Shaykh and the barbarous raid on Beirut that claimed 1,000 dead and wounded 
as its victims. The opposition factions considered the ruling party's condemna- 
tion of Israel inadequate and met to express this view. 


Then came the development concerning the Lawyers Union, which we viewed as of 
the first moment as an issue of principles and not of persons and in which we 
expressed the opinion that the solutions to any presumed violations could only 
come from enacting the spirit of the law, that the correction should take into 
consideration the union's sound actions and that the issuance of a law terminat- 
ing the membership of an elected council and union chairman cannot be supported 
by the Labor Party. 
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What has the ruling party's position toward the Labor Party been in the recent 
phase--a phase that some have called the phase of slandering the Labor Party, 
its members, its leadership and its newspaper and that I call the phase in 
which the ruling party has been floundering in measures that do not serve 
democracy and with whichthis party has been destroying manifestations that can 
help it say: We are distinguished from the one-party systems and the fascist 
regimes generally and we believe in the multi-party system? What can we say 
about dropping the membership of an opposition deputy and about protecting the 
corruption attributed to a deputy who isa member of the majority party? What 
can we say about double standards? The membership of one deputy is dropped 
with the speed of lightning and immunity is not lifted from another member so 
that justice can take its course until the cup overflows! 


Then comes the phase of requesting confiscation of papers. AL-SHA'B is confis- 
cated first and then AL-DA'WAH is confiscated a few days later. Previously, 
AL-AHALI had been confiscated so frequently that it could no longer afford to 
be published. 


Some colleagues have asked me: Why do you continue to publish AL-SHA'B when 
the intentions have become obvious? Can you not learn from others? The pur- 
pose is to render you unable to continue by saddling you with enormous material 
losses. You have to reduce the numbers of pages you publish as a compromise. 
But I tell the colleagues that we will march forward, writing what we believe 
is right; we will continue to act according to what we view as correct and will 
continue to say what is in the interest of the people. What the others do is 
their concern. If they err, their error will be held against them and if they 
repeat the mistake, then their historical responsibility will be doubled. As 
long as we can publish the newspaper, we will not stop doing so. The newspaper 
is still receiving 1,000 pounds [per edition] in newsprint subsidy from the 
Higher Press Council, even though the loss from confiscation of the previous 
edition amounted to 8,000 pounds. This is why I hope that the readers will 
appreciate our being compelled to reduce the number of the paper's pages. 


There remains an issue that I have wanted to discuss but that I will delay till 
the next edition, namely the issue of those writers who shed false tears, say- 
ing that we in the Labor Party have lost our identity and our path and that cur- 
rents representing other parties are controlling us. It is an issue worth dis- 
cussing because it is connected with a malicious line of thought that is trying 
to make us believe that there is a danger to us from within. If some writers 

had any sense of shame, they would hold their peace. There are no forces try- 
ing to destroy the Labor Party other than those who are exerting pressure on 

our members in every governorate in Egypt and those who drop the membership of 

one of its deputies in the People's Assembly with preparations exceeding in their 
precision, timing and adherence to instructions the preparations for real battles. 
The ruling party is the party that has demanded confiscation of AL-SHA'B, organ 
of the Labor Party, and the one that demanded confiscation of AL-DA'WAH and of 
AL-AHALI before that. 


It is an issue that deserves to be explained anddetailed. But I will be content 
this week with saying that we will not be intimidated and will not be frightened. 


God is great and long live the people. 
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SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY SEMINAR DENOUNCES CONFISCATION OF ITS ORGAN 'AL-SHA'B' 
Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic No 123, 1 Sep 81 pp 6-7 


[Article: "Labor Party Weekly Seminar; Ibrahim Shukri: Regardless of Hard- 
ships, AL'SHA'B Will Continue To Speak for Masses; Confiscation of Previous 
Edition Caused Ruling Party To Lose Heavily Before the World; Muhammad Hasan 
Durrah: Partisan Fanaticism Is Saddening; Hamid Zaydan: What Happened to 
AL-SHA'B Testifies to Its and Labor Party's Success; We Will Always Speak for 
People in AL-SHA'B; Fu'ad Nushi: Confiscation of AL-SHA'B will Not Stop Labor 
Party From Marching Forward on Its Path; Fikri al-Jazzar: I Advise Ruling 
Party To Let Publication of AL-SHA'B Continue; Hamdi Ahmad: Do They Still 
Speak of Democracy and Freedom After What Happened?"] 





[Text] Eng Ibrahim Shukri, chairman of the Socialist Labor Party, has stated 
that no matter what difficulties the ruling National Party puts in the path of 
AL-SHA'B, this paper will not join those who cheer the ruling party and will 
continue to speak in the name of the people and to express their pains and as- 
pirations objectively, with the truthful word and within the limits of logic, 
of compliance with legitimacy and with the acknowledged rules insofar as compe- 
tition among the parties is concerned. 


In its weekly seminar, held last Tuesday, the Socialist Labor Party stressed 
that the demand for confiscation of edition No 122 of AL-SHA'B has caused the 
ruling National Party to lose a lot of that which it could boast before the 
world, namely, that there is democracy and political opposition in Egypt and 
that this opposition has a paper that discusses all issues. 


Shukri further said: We in the party and on the paper's editorial staff are 
extremely careful to abide fully by objectivity but the ruling party has not 
been able to withstand a single weekly paper that distributes throughout the 
republic 100,000 copies read by 1 million people. A single copy is read by 
more than 10 persons in the countryside. So the ruling party confiscated the 
paper on the day of Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin's visit to Alexandria 
so that the paper would disappear on the day of his arrival. The Israeli minis- 
ter of foreign affairs had protested to the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
over what he called excesses in criticizing the two Camp David accords and the 
normalization of relations between Egypt and Israel, saying that silence should 
be maintained on such a matter. 
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Democracy Is Action, Not Mere Slogans 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri added: But confiscation of AL-SHA'B will not prevent our 
party from expressing its opinion on all issues of concern to the people, 
whether directly or in party seminars, popular conferences and books. If we 
walt democracy not to be a mere slogan but action, and as long as we have 
chosen the multi-party system, then the parties must have newspapers to reflect 
tieir opinion on how to solve the people's accumulated problems. In this case, 
opposition papers that criticize government policy cannot be accused of criti- 
cizing the regime itself. The regime is from the constitution and we safe- 
guard and defend the constitution. But government policy is the ruling party's 
policy and it is our right and our duty to the people to criticize the faulty 
actions of this ruling party--actions that reflect government policy. It is 
not our fault or mistake that the ruling party chairman is the president of 

the republic and the prime minister. We have repeatedly and clearly demanded 
that the president of the republic give up chairmanship of the ruling National 
Party and the premiership so that limits can be established between the cabinet 
and the presidency and so that the president of the republic can become the 
judge. But under the current situation, matters are entwined and confused. 


The demand for separating the presidency, the political parties and the pre- 
miership is not a new one. We stressed it in our program and have emphasized 
it repeatedly so that partisan and democratic action can succeed. 


It is a foregone conclusion that the multiplicity of parties dictates partisan 
competition. But the ruling party still imagines that the multiplicity of 
parties is a superficial issue and mouths slogans that are not put into prac- 
tice. They forget that democracy, the multiplicity of parties and freedom of 
expression and of counteropinion mean multiplicity of opinions. Otherwise, we 
are all in one party and obey one partisan leadership. 





If they truly want numerous parties, then let them allow the parties the freedom 
of expression. The ultimate judge of all opinions and programs is the people 
who select their true representatives to the legislative councils in proper 
elections meeting guarantees of impartiality. 


Fair Rules Are Required for All 


The Socialist Labor Party chairman added: When sound and fair rules exist for 
democracy, all will be assured of their future and of the exercise of their 
freedom to express truly what they feel, and all of the legal and actual guaran- 
tees against any measure violating the constitution and the law will become 
available. The rules of justice are for all. In a democracy, no double stan- 
dards are used with two people because one of them is closer to the government 
or wealthier than the other. This is unlike what the National Party did at the 
People's Assembly when it was content with the statement of 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman, 
a former deputy prime minister, that he did not intend what he said in his book 
against the late President Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir and when this party refused in 
the People's Assembly to have immunity lifted from one of its members who owns 
300 million pounds and about wnom the socialist prosecutor has said in a report 
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submitted to the assembly that there are no clear sources of this man's wealth. 
But this same party dropped Ahmad Firghali's membership in the People's Assem- 
bly just because Firghali had mentioned a certain incident at a press confer- 
ence held at the Labor Party headquarters. 


This Is Our Path 


Eng Ibrahim Shukri went on to say: We will continue to use the written and 
the verbal word to express our opinion and this word will turn into an enor- 
mous force when each of us learns his rights and rejects any act straying from 
the law and from the people's interest because "God will change no people un- 
til they change what is in their souls." There will always emerge from the 
seed of this people those who will speak of freedom and democracy. We have no 
option but to march forward with all our strength, each of us sacrificing all 
he can, standing in his position with the masses and defending their causes. 


We have no option but to be on the side of the people and with the people and 
to have AL-SHA'B speak for the people. 


Battle That People Will Win 


Fu'ad Nushi, the information secretary, then said: I do not wish to say tiat 
we are mourning freedom and democracy in Egypt because the Egyptian people vill 
continue to have freedom and democracy, whether the rulers like it or not aid 
whether they confiscate AL-SHA'B or let it go free. 


The government request for confiscation of AL-SHA'B is just one round. They 
wished to have AL-SHA'B confiscated on the day of Begin's visit. 


[ have seen Begin's visit to the tomb of the Egyptian unknown soldier on tele- 
vision. This murder who caused the death of more than 100,000 Egyptians has come 
today to place a wreath on the tomb of the unknown Egyptian soldier. 


I don't know what Begin has written in the visitors' book. Has he written: I, 
Begin the murderer and Begin who burnt Al-Aqsa Mosque, have come to visit you? 


Concluding his address, Fu'ad Nushi emphasized that confiscation of AL-SHA'B 
will not prevent the Socialist Labor Party from expressing its opinion every- 
where and with all legitimate means. We defend and safeguard legitimacy. 


Tribulation Is Not for the Paper But for Democracy 


Hamid Zaydan, member of the Socialist Labor Party's Higher Committee and chief 
editor of AL-SHA'B, then took the floor to say: I do not feel at this moment 
that AL-SHA'B is in tribulation. The tribulation is not for the paper but for 
democracy. Confiscation of the paper testifies to its success and the success 
of the Labor Party as a party leading the struggle within the framework of the 
law and of legitimacy to entrench democracy and to emphasize the people's right 
to democracy, freedom and social justice. 
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What has happened confirms the truthfulness of what the paper has written 
about the importance of defending and safeguarding democracy and of exerting 
efforts for its application. Defending democracy does not come from empty 
talk and clamor. 


Democracy is the actual exercise of freedom of expression and is respect for 
opinion and counteropinion. 


Opinion is not the exclusive right of one party or one writer and the expres- 
sion of opinion is not a monopoly. Even though some have attacked us and have 
used words that we refuse to use, this hasn't angered us. We respect the right 
of others to express their opinion and they must not be angered when we express 
ours. 


The chief editor of AL-SHA'B added: I now recall the main headline we pub- 
lished in AL-SHA'B a few months ago. We wrote under that headline that AL-SHA'B 
was threatened with suspension because the AL-AHRAM establishment had warned us 
that it would not supply us with the newsprint needed for the paper. At the 
time, they launched against us an unjust attack filling two pages of AL-AHRAM. 


When we published that headline, we wanted to bring what was being perpetrated 
against us to light. AL-SHA'B did not stop struggling, publishing and reaching 
its readers, who await it every week. Before the newsprint crisis, we encoun- 
tered another crisis when the ANKBAR AL-YAWM Publishing House stopped printing 
AL-SHA'B for 3 weeks. At the time, I went to the other press establishments in 
an endeavor to find one that would agree to print AL-SHA'B. I had thought that 
my being a press colleague for more than 20 years with the leaders of those 
establishments would help make them welcome the printing of AL-SHA'B. We 
announced to the people what they told us. I wrote at the time to say that 
AL-AHRAM's reply to us was enough to fill four complete editions of AL-SHA'B, 
that AL-AHRAM was supposed to be a national establishment owned by the Egyptian 
people, of whom we are a part, and that our party was a legal party like the 
other party that controls the so-called national press establishment. At that 
time, some of those colleagues received me but declined to print AL-SHA'B whereas 
others declined to print it without even receiving me. 


Hamid Zaydan added: A daily newspaper published a series of articles attacking 
us. We were supposed to have the right to reply but these papers know only one 
opinion, and the Egyptian people are aware of this. 


AL-SHA'B reflects the hopes and pains of the masses and, thus, does not mani pu- 
late the people's hardships. The people's hardships, as we understand them, 

are not just hardships pertaining to a loaf of bread, a set on a bus or a seat 
in a classroom for one of our children. The hardships of the masses lie in the 
hardships the Egyptian citizen encounters in expressing his opinion. The right 
of expression is a human right and the right to disagree with an opinion is also 
a human right. | 


Democracy doesn't mean that I should always say yes but that I should say yes 
in the right place and say no in the right place. 
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History Will Have No Mercy for These 


Out of my love for Egypt and for Egypt's people, I appeal to some writers to 
stop manipulating words and to respect the intellect of the people. History 
will have no mercy for a writer who one day tried to mislead the people. 


We will not abandon our position, will not use their words and will not defend 
U.S. Mideast policy, or what they call the right of Israel alone, and not of 
the Palestinian people, to survival. We will not be dazzled by Israel's demo- 
cracy, will not sabotage the Egyptian people's intellect, will not defend any 
foreign presence in the Arab area and will always continue to speak for the 
people and with the people. 


Analogy 


Artist Hamdi Ahmad, member of the Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, then made 
an address in which he said: The ruling National Party owns all the press estab- 
lishments that publish daily newspapers and weekly and monthly magasines. They 
all sing the praises of the ruling party and its policy and publish for the peo- 
ple no less than 90 million pages reflecting the views and opinions of the ruling 
party. Yet, they have found it too much for the Socialist Labor Party to have 
one weekly newspaper of 16 pages. After all this, can there still be talk of 
democracy, of multiplicity of opinions and of the freedom of expression?! 


Step on the Path to Trouble 


Fikri al-Jazzar, member of the Labor Party Parliamentary Committee, then said: 
The government request for confiscation of today's edition of AL-SHA'B is nothing 
but a step on the path to trouble that God wants us to overcome and vanquish. 


AL-SHA'B has been a target from the day they tried to stop it by fabricating 
the so-called newsprint crisis. When they failed, they tried to stop it with 
pressures on the party deputies in the People's Assembly to resign from the 
party. When they failed in this step, colleague Ahmad Firghali was expelled 
from the assembly so that his expulsion might intimidate a number of the party 
deputies in the assembly and make them resign from the party. But their third 
endeavor failed and so they have resorted to the direct method of confiscating 
the paper. 


The advice I wish to offer the chairman of the Democratic National Party is to 
let AL-SHA'B continue publishing so that it can act as an outlet. I beg him 
to let AL-SHA'B continue publishing so as to protect the system because we are 
a part of the system and we defend it. What I mean by the system here is the 
constitutional republican system and the state's legitimate institutions. 


Fikri al-Jazzar then dealt with the U.S. aggression against Libya, saying tliat 
all the Arab countries have condemned it because the dogfight between the U.S. 
and Libyan planes took place over the waters of the Gulf of Sidrah, which is 
within the territorial borders of the Libyan people. It is not right for 
Egypt's voice to be alien amidst the Arab consensus condemning the aggression. 


107 














Difficult Situations Create Honorable Men 


Muhammad al-Sayyid 'Abd al-'Aziz, a member of the party youth, then said: How 
difficult are the conditions and days we are going through! But these condi- 
tions and days create honorable men and true patriotism. 


They have tried to disband the Lawyers Union Council but they have not dissolved 
Egyptian nationalism in the hearts of the lawyers. They then canceled Ahmad 
Firghali's membership in the People's Assembly. But they have not dropped Fir- 
ghali from the people's hearts. They then confiscate AL-SHA'B. Now that they 
have confiscated AL-SHA'B, will the Egyptian people welcome Menachem Begin, the 
murderer of the Arab people in Palestine and Lebanon? Their endeavors are 
futile because the people will march forward, regardless of what they do. 


What Will History's Sentence Be? 


Eng Muhammad Hasan Durrah, Labor Party deputy chairman and member of the party's 
Parliamentary Committee, then recounted what happened with Ahmad Firghali at the 
People's Assembly, saying: I was a member of a fact-finding committee investi- 
gating an issue with which Firghali's issue cannot be compared, namely, the 
issue of the book by Eng 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman. As soon as the author came to 
the committee and denied what had been attributed to him, I said gladly after 

a long debate, out of my faith in God and in Islam, which instructs us to be 
just, that our task in the committee was to make the facts clear and that as 
long as the author has denied that he had intended the late President Jamal 
'Abd-al-Nasir [with his accusations], then the charge against him has ended. 


At the People's Assembly session, I was the first to defend 'Uthman. Then there 
was the issue of another colleague when the socialist prosecutor submitted a 
report condemning him. Moreover, the Assembly's Legislative Committee also 
condemned him. Then came the astonishing surprise, whereby the National Party 
deputies in the People's Assembly refused to lift this member's immunity. 


Then followed the issue of Ahmad Firghali. I asked to be given the floor to 
defend him at the People's Assembly but was not permitted to speak. So I 
decided to resign from the assembly, but my colleagues in the party insisted 
on rejecting the resignation. So I said: I cannot agree to be in a place 
that uses double standards. What will history's sentence on us be? 


I was not in an emotional state at the time but my love for my country and for 
the democratic process required me to take this position, especially when I 
found that 95 percent of the Democratic National Party deputies rejected dis- 
missal of Ahmad Firghali outside the assembly hall and then saw them enter the 
hall and vote for his dismissal under the pretext that they are committed to 

the party's decision. This is in violation of Islam's teachings. A man has 

the duty to express what he believes. This is why I am still sad for the parti- 
san fanaticism that has ended Ahmad Firghali's membership in the People's 
Assembly. 
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